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researchers who are strongly committed to other hypothesised predictors
of L2 learning such as the state of development of L1 phonetic categories
(e.g. Flege, 2003) or age-related changes in the cognitive processes that are
relied on in L2 learning (e.g. DeKeyser, 2000).

In sum, more and better research will be needed to determine if, as
some claim, input is relatively unimportant in L2 learning. To adequately
assess the role of L2 input, the input that learners of an L2 actually receive
must be assessed more accurately. Measuring L2 input may be impossible,
but better estimates of L2 input can and must be obtained. Doing this will
require the expenditure of substantial resources (time, money, creativity).
For this to happen, researchers must first decide to give L2 input a chance to
explain variation in L2 learning.
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